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GENERAL PURPOSES AND LICENSING COMMITTEE – 21 JULY 2008 
 
NEW MILTON STREET MARKET – POSSIBLE EXPANSION 
 
 
1. PURPOSE OF REPORT 
 
1.1 This report asks the Committee to consider the future of the weekly 

Wednesday market in Station Road, New Milton, and in particular whether to 
recommend its long-term expansion to the east sides of both Station Road 
North and Station Road South. 

 
 
2. BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 In February 2004 the Council designated the east side of Station Road South 

as a consent street within the meaning of Schedule 4 to the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 with effect from 5 April 
2004.  This designation allowed lawful trading to take place in that part of the 
street.  On 21 April 2004 the first New Milton Wednesday market took place 
and weekly markets have continued ever since.  Following a review 
conducted a year after the first market was held, this Council agreed in April 
2005 that the designation in respect of Station Road South should continue 
indefinitely.  There is an existing long-term agreement with the Town Council 
governing the weekly market in Station Road South.  

 
2.2 In the latter part of 2007 street works to Station Road South meant that the 

market could no longer continue in its existing location until the works were 
completed.  At the request of the Town Council, in June 2007 this Council 
designated Station Road North as a consent street, to enable the temporary 
relocation of the market there while the street works were taking place.  To 
allow some flexibility no termination date was put on this designation, as it 
was not known precisely when the street works would finish.  However, the 
Council also resolved that when the works were complete a further report 
should be brought to this Committee as to whether the designation of Station 
Road North should continue or be revoked.  A short-term legal agreement 
was entered into with the Town Council covering the operation of the 
relocated market in Station Road North, worded so as to expire when the 
market relocated back to Station Road South. 

 
2.3 The street works were finished in late April and on 30 April 2008 the market 

relocated to Station Road South. 
 
2.4 A request has now been received from New Milton Town Council to permit 

the market to be expanded, on a permanent basis, to cover part of the east 
side of Station Road North as well as Station Road South.  The desire is to 
carry out the expansion on a phased basis over a period of time, extending 
the market to the north gradually, along the pavement.  The maximum area 
proposed to be occupied by any expansion to the market is shown (hatched) 
in the plan at Annex 1 to this report.  Prohibition on trading in Station Road 
North outside the hatched area will be incorporated into the legal agreement, 
if this Council decides to permit market expansion.   
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3. CURRENT LEGAL POSITION 
 
3.1 It is for the District Council to designate “consent streets” for the purposes of 

the 1982 Act, and to revoke such designations.  When a street is covered by 
a designation, lawful trading can take place on that street, subject to the 
provisions of the 1982 Act.  Whenever a designation is granted or revoked, 
certain statutory processes have to be followed. 

 
3.2 The current designations relate to the east side of Station Road South, and 

both sides of Station Road North.  Both sides of Station Road North were 
designated preparatory to the temporary relocation, to permit maximum 
flexibility in setting out the stalls.  However, since that time the highway 
authority has confirmed that, for safety reasons, they would not permit trading 
to take place on the west side of Station Road North as well as the east side. 

 
3.3 All this Council’s functions under street trading legislation in respect of the 

areas currently designated as consent streets are delegated to New Milton 
Town Council (apart from responsibilities for food and health and safety 
enforcement which cannot be delegated).  The current delegation includes 
power to issue consents to traders, requirements to monitor compliance, and 
to ensure signs and barriers are in place to the satisfaction of the highway 
authority.  A legal agreement between the District and Town Councils 
provides that any concerns traders or members of the public have about the 
operation of the market are for the Town Council to deal with.  However, if the 
District Council had any major concerns or new conditions it wished to insist 
on, these could be incorporated into the legal agreement.    

 
3.4 The plan at Annex 2 of this report shows the area occupied by the Station 

Road South market since 2004, (apart from the period of the street works 
when it was temporarily relocated to Station Road North).  

 
3.5 A permanent Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) is in place on market days in 

respect of Station Road South, which permits traffic to travel in a northerly 
direction only.  A temporary TRO was in place in Station Road North during 
the temporary relocation of the market, which placed restrictions on waiting 
on market days.   However, in view of the smaller area of Station Road North 
proposed to be occupied by the expansion to the market, and the fact that 
stalls or other apparatus will be confined to the pavement, no TRO imposing 
waiting restrictions in Station Road North on market days should be 
necessary.  Two-way traffic will be maintained in Station Road North on 
market days.  

 
 
4. CONSULTATION WITH THE HIGHWAYS AUTHORITY AND TRADERS  
 
4.1 The County Council (as highway authority) is content with the proposals for 

market expansion, providing stalls are limited to the hatched area shown on 
the plan at Annex 1.  It has also been agreed that deliveries to the market 
stalls in Station Road North will be made from the Co-op car park off Spencer 
Road.  It is understood that the Town Council’s market operator is also 
content with these proposals.  

 
4.2 The New Milton Town Development Officer has visited every business in 

Station Road North.  Her report is attached at Appendix 1 to this report, and it 
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can be seen that of the 47 businesses visited 39 were in favour of the market 
or happy with its presence. 

 
4.3 While the vast majority of traders in Station Road North are in favour of the 

market there or happy with its presence, the survey did identify some 
concerns associated with its operation in Station Road North, as set out on 
the first page of Appendix 1. 

 
4.4 Pressure on parking in town centres on market days is a national problem 

which cannot be easily solved.  Clearly, the more successful a market is in 
bringing people into a town and improving its general vibrancy, the more 
pressure there will be on parking.   As stated in paragraph 3.5, no waiting 
restrictions would be necessary in Station Road North on market days as any 
stalls would occupy a smaller area than during the temporary relocation and 
will be confined to the pavement.  

 
4.5 Following the results of the survey, the Town Council has already taken up 

with the market operator the issues of rubbish being left at the end of the day, 
and the appropriateness of the positioning of some stalls.  Any gradual 
expansion of the market into part of Station Road North will in any event allow 
stalls to be sited in a less congested way than during the temporary 
relocation.   Given this level of support among traders in Station Road North, 
and the support of the County Council as highway authority, there seems no 
good reason why this Council should not agree in principle to the expansion 
of the market into Station Road North, as well as in Station Road South.   

 
 
5. FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 There are no new financial implications for this Council if the weekly street 

market is expanded to cover the east side of Station Road North, as well as 
Station Road South.  The District Council’s Senior Environmental Health 
Officer has confirmed that the requirement for inspectors to visit an increased 
number of food stalls due to an expansion in the size of the market to the 
degree proposed can be contained within existing resources.  Some officer 
time will need to be devoted to amending the current legal agreement, and 
New Milton Town Council will be asked to reimburse costs associated with 
this, and any necessary advertising costs. 

 
 
6. ENVIRONMENTAL AND CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
 
6.1 No new issues arise directly from this report.  As stated previously, the Town 

Council has taken up with the market operator the comment made by some 
businesses that rubbish was being left at the end of the day by some traders. 

 
 
7. EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPLICATIONS 
 
7.1 A few concerns were raised during the survey of businesses that the elderly 

find it difficult to access certain businesses such as the opticians, or even 
avoid the town on Wednesdays as it is too crowded.  However, it has to be 
remembered that the market takes place on only one day a week, and 
increased footfall on market days, which is generally welcomed as resulting in 
a more vibrant town centre, inevitably leads to more crowded pavements.  As 
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previously stated, in view of the proposed number and location of the stalls, 
there will be no need for new vehicle waiting restrictions in Station Road 
North on market days. 

 
 
8. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
8.1 That, in accordance with Schedule 4 to the Local Government (Miscellaneous 

Provisions) Act 1982, notice be published in a local newspaper of the 
Council’s intention to pass the following draft resolution on 15 September 
2008: 

 
“That the current designation of the western side of Station Road, New Milton 
(north of the junction with Old Milton Road and south of the junction with 
Whitefield Road) as a consent street within the meaning of Schedule 4 to the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, be revoked; 
 
That the current designation of the eastern side of Station Road, New Milton 
(north of the junction with Ashley Road and south of the junction with Osborne 
Road) as a consent street within the meaning of Schedule 4 to the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, be confirmed; 
 
and that these decisions come into force on 16 September 2008”. 
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